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A Study of the Artistic Subject “Village Pleasures” and the Sheri Folk Culture in the
Song Dynasty

Feng Wenhua

Abstract: “Village Pleasures” is a common theme in Song Dynasty painting and has received widespread academic attention. However, the reflected
social customs and political implications have not received enough attention. Through an examination of Song Dynasty social customs and an analysis
of painting details, along with art historical documents, and poetry, it can be observed that the theme of “Village Pleasures” in Song Dynasty painting
predominantly showcases customs on the Sheri Festival, such as rituals, singing, and returning home drunk in the context of social gatherings. These
images vividly reflect the free and lively cultural ecosystem of Song Dynasty rural areas and express the ruling class’ ideal of ensuring the well-being
and contentment of the common people. They are valuable visual materials for understanding the politics and social customs of the Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Song Dynasty, Paintings of “Village Pleasures”, Sheri Customs, Cultivating Customs
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A Study of Wang Zhaomin’s Painting Style from the Perspective of Visual Perception

Zou Shangliang

Abstract: Wang Zhaomin’s theory of “form is everything” is a highly personal perspective among modern Chinese painting theories, and it has been
a subject of ongoing interpretation and debate regarding its meaning and other related issues. It is closely associated with Wang Zhaomin’s innovative
painting style, which is worthy of further research. By analyzing the principles of the Western painting perspective system and the Chinese ink
painting system from the viewpoint of visual perception and by examining Wang Zhaomin’s theory and his painting practice in Huayu shiling, it is
discovered that his paintings exhibit a dual structure of foreground and background, with characteristics of visual focus similar to Western perspective
painting and the metaphysical artistic mood associated with Chinese ink painting. This style creates an innovative visual perception that has a distinct
national character.

Keywords: Wang Zhaomin, “Form is Everything”, Visual Perception
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