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A Brief Description of Laufer’s Shadow Puppets Collection

Xie Yawen

Abstract: During his 1901—1904 expeditions to China, Laufer collected a large number of shadow puppet artifacts, including acoustic records,

scripts, and shadow puppets. Among all the museums, the American Museum of Natural History has the largest and most significant shadow puppets

collected by Laufer. Its collection includes field notes and shadow puppets. Field notes have been annotated by professionals and are categorized

according to factors such as play, characters, and props. The shadow puppets include Hankou shadow puppets, Hangzhou shadow puppets, paper

window shadow puppets of the Shanxi Province, and Dongcheng District and Xicheng District types of Beijing. Among these, the Beijing Dongcheng

type predominates, preserving the development and variations influenced by the Xicheng type in Beijing in the carly 20th century. An overview of his

shadow puppetry collection reveals that Laufer regarded Chinese shadow puppetry as an integrated art form encompassing handicrafts, performances,

and folk literature. He aimed to preserve the original appearance of shadow puppetry in the early 20th century, emphasizing its connection to social

life. His work had a far-reaching impact on subsequent studies of shadow puppetry in Europe and the United States.

Keywords: American Museum of Natural History, Laufer, Shadow Puppets, Dongcheng Type Shadow Puppets of Beijing
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