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Rethinking the Nature of Epics and the Communication between Eastern and Western
Epics

Shi Zixuan

Abstract: The content of epic is generally closely related to historical facts and is a processing of historical facts. The development and evolution of the
epics are closely linked to the changes in history. In epics, people often narrate the history of their ethnic groups, highlighting the “high points” and
celebrating the remarkable achievements of cultural founders and the most courageous heroes. Such narratives help to imagine a return to the glory
that their ethnic group once experienced, thereby igniting a sense of fighting spirit. The connection between epics and myths is not only reflected in
their content but also in their functions. Epics describe mythological events as histories and give political events divine foundations. In the evolution
of Western epics, the distance between the gods and the humans has gradually increased. Combining the factors of “history” and “poetry,” it can be
said that an epic is a “poetic history” with mythical thought to its receiving group. We should pay attention to “quasi-complete” epics that are relatively
short and serve a ceremonial and sacrificial function.

Keywords: Epic, History, Myth, Cultural Exchange
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