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A Study of the Artistic Subject “Village Pleasures” and the Sheri Folk Culture in the
Song Dynasty

Feng Wenhua

Abstract: “Village Pleasures” is a common theme in Song Dynasty painting and has received widespread academic attention. However, the reflected
social customs and political implications have not received enough attention. Through an examination of Song Dynasty social customs and an analysis
of painting details, along with art historical documents, and poetry, it can be observed that the theme of “Village Pleasures” in Song Dynasty painting
predominantly showcases customs on the Sheri Festival, such as rituals, singing, and returning home drunk in the context of social gatherings. These
images vividly reflect the free and lively cultural ecosystem of Song Dynasty rural areas and express the ruling class’ ideal of ensuring the well-being
and contentment of the common people. They are valuable visual materials for understanding the politics and social customs of the Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Song Dynasty, Paintings of “Village Pleasures”, Sheri Customs, Cultivating Customs
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