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A Comparative Study of the Ewenki Epic Boroldai Mergen and the Buryatia’s the Legend
of Jangar

Bai Tuya

Abstract: The Ewenki and Buryat Mongol ethnic groups have historically inhabited the eastern shore of Lake Baikal before migrating to the Hulunbuir
region of Inner Mongolia, China. Both of these ethnic groups have the tradition of epic narratives. Among the Ewenki people, hero stories and epic
narratives have been orally passed down to this day. Due to the lack of comprehensive investigations and records, researchers previously held this
long—standing belief that the Ewenki people did not have epics. Although there have been differing views, a conclusive conclusion about the existence
of epics has not been reached. Through a comparative analysis of the language and narrative elements of #he Ewenki epic Boroldai Mergen and the
Russian Buryat epic the Legend of Jangar, it has become evident the themes of the epics in these two ethnic groups share common characteristics, but
their uniqueness is also quite distinct. The Ewenki epic Boroldai Mergen not only incorporates numerous hunting elements but also preserves multiple
ancient mythological themes unique to the Ewenki culture.

Keywords: Ewenki Epic, Buryatia’s Jangar, Text, Comparative Study
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