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A Preliminary Study on Zhirmunsky’s Epic Study: Centered on the Heroic Epic
Alpomish

Zhang Jingjing

Abstract: V. M. Zhirmunsky (1891-1971) ’s research included linguistics, folklore, and poetics. He critically inherited Veselovsky’s theory of
historical poetics and developed the theory of historical typology in the study of Turkic epic. The heroic epic Alpomish is one of the central topics in
Zhirmunsky’s research of epics. He used the “Alpomish” texts as the foundation and combined the study of the historical origins of epics with the
evolution of three genres: “myth,” “story,” and “epic.” In doing so, he broke down barriers in the study of epics between East and West and played a
significant role in advancing the development of Marxist folklore theory in Russia. Zhirmunsky’s theoretical approach has influenced many Russian
and Soviet literary scholars, including figures like Mikhail Bakhtin and Viktor Shklovsky, and it is still of great academic value for studying national
epics and Russian poetry. Focusing on Zhirmunsky’s study of the heroic epic Alpomish, this article examines the construction and development of his

theory of epic study and provides a comprehensive discussion of its theoretical significance.
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