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The Symbolic Expression in the Malay Epic Hikayat Hang Tuah and its Historical and
Cultural Connotations

Qie Lisha

Abstract: Symbolism is a common phenomenon which widely appears in various literary works. As the most influential heroic epic in Malay classical
literature, Hikayat Hang Tuah portrayed the legendary hero of Malacca, Hang Tuah, who made exordinary contributions to the country. This article
analyzes three types of symbolic expressions in Hikayar Hang Tuah and explains the historical and cultural connotations of these expressions in Malay
tradition. Based on the Malay history, the symbolic expressions in this epic selected traditional elements of Malay culture and reflected the traditional
values of the Malays.

Keywords: Hikayar Hang Tuah, Malay Epic, Symbolism, Cultural Connotation
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